
The Catholic charity, Aid to the Church In Need, dedicated to providing pastoral and 
humanitarian support to persecuted Christians around the world, calls this day ‘Red 
Wednesday’. Red is the colour that has been traditionally associated with martyrs, 
those courageous men and women who refused to deny Christ and shed their blood in 
defence of their faith.

The colour ‘red’ also points us to the Holy Spirit. Red vestments are worn on Pentecost 
Sunday and whenever the sacrament of Confirmation is being administered. This is 
very appropriate as the word ‘martyr’ means ‘witness’ and it is the Holy Spirit who gives 
us the courage to witness.

Today, over 360 million Christians experience high levels of persecution and 
discrimination worldwide. This includes violent oppression, government-imposed 
restrictions, societal discrimination, and social exclusion. Pope Francis pointed out 
recently that one in seven Christians face discrimination because of their faith.

Today, at the invitation of Aid to the Church in Need Ireland, we are asked to pray for 
all those who are suffering for their faith in various parts of the world and to remember 
the martyrs of yesterday and today. As we commemorate them, we pray for a little of 
their strength and conviction and for the determination to be true to our Christian faith 
despite any suffering it may bring.
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Wednesday, November 20, 2024 Introduction  Aware that we are called to be followers of Christ and put our talents 

at the service of others, we make these our prayers and petitions, confident that God 
knows our every need.

1 May Pope Francis and all bishops, priests and religious, by their words and  
example, call forth the talents and gifts of Christ’s faithful and may holiness  
in the Church draw men and women to act justly, love tenderly and  
walk humbly in the footsteps of the Good Shepherd. Lord hear us…

2 For Christians throughout the world who are despised and ridiculed for  
their faith. May God give them an abundance of courage and hope, as they 
persevere in the midst of persecution in following him who is the  
way, the truth and the life. Lord hear us…

3 For the conversion of all those who see the Gospel as a threat to liberty and 
freedom. May they come to know the true nature of Christian faith and  
be inspired by the values of tolerance, justice and peace. Lord hear us…

4 For those fleeing persecution, war, famine and natural disasters. May they  
find safe haven and protection as they seek to rebuild their lives and  
find new hope. Lord hear us…

5 We pray for peace in our war-torn world and especially for peace in Gaza,  
the wider Holy Land and Ukraine. May the power of God’s love transform  
the minds and hearts of political leaders and help them see the  
folly and wastefulness of war. Lord hear us…

6 Confident of God’s tender mercy, in this the month of the Holy Souls, we  
pray for all those who have died, especially those we have known and loved.  
May they share in the joyful communion of the saints in Heaven. Lord hear us…

Conclusion  We make these our prayers with all the saints and martyrs in the faith and on 
this ‘Red Wednesday’ we thank God for the support and generosity of the many benefac-
tors of Aid to the Church in Need; bless them and their loved ones as we say together:

Hail Mary, full of Grace, the Lord is with thee, blessed art thou among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now, 
and at the hour of our death.  Amen
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In recent years, at the request of the Catholic charity, Aid to the Church in Need, ACN  
for short, the third week of November has come to be known as the ‘Week of Witness.’  
It is an opportunity for Catholics across the world to stand in solidarity with those of 
our brothers and sisters who are persecuted because of their faith in Jesus Christ.

We often think of the martyrs in the early Church as a thing of the past, but it is sobering 
to recall that more Christians were killed for their faith in the last hundred years than in 
the entire history of Christianity.

The Week of Witness is sandwiched between two great Gospel readings, the Gospel 
of today telling of the second coming of the Lord in great power and glory and the 
Gospel of next Sunday, the Feast of Christ the King, when Jesus chooses to stand with 
no power and far less glory in the courtyard of Pontius Pilate who will condemn him to 
death by crucifixion.

Red is the colour of the blood that dripped from the body of the crucified Jesus on that 
Friday, which we now call Good Friday.

Today, over two thousand years later, the blood of some of the followers of Jesus is 
shed on the floors of prison cells and torture chambers in many of the countries of 
our world.

Pope Francis in his recent Papal letter Hope Does Not Disappoint for next year’s Jubilee 
Year, speaks of the martyrs, “who steadfast in faith…confirm our hope and allow it to 
bear good fruit.”

Aid to the Church in Need calls Wednesday of the Week of Witness, ‘Red Wednesday’. On 
Red Wednesday, ACN invites us to remember and pray for all who suffer because of the 
persecution and oppression they face for their Christian faith.

ACN supports 6,000 communities in 140 countries. Today, for example, they are 
supporting the tiny Christian community in Gaza – just 450 people remain, living in 
the parish church in Gaza City since the war began. ACN Ireland through the kindness 
of parishioners is supporting them by providing fuel to heat and run the church’s 
generator.

Introduction

Let us present our petitions to the Lord, confident that they will be heard. 

1 We pray for the leaders of the Church; for Pope Francis and all with positions  
of responsibility - that they will guide all people along the right path  
and be a voice for all who are vulnerable. Lord hear us…

2 We pray for missionaries as they carry the Good News of Christ’s Kingdom  
to the ends of the earth. May they be protected in times of danger and find  
encouragement and support from their work of loving service. Lord hear us…

3 Lord, at this time when there is so much unrest and uncertainty in our world,  
we pray for those in positions of civic and political leadership, that they  
may reflect the values of Christ and govern wisely for the common  
good of all whom they serve. Lord hear us…

4 We pray for peace, especially in the Holy Land and in Ukraine. Give us  
daily the grace and the strength to be instruments of peace in our own  
families and communities and to play our part in building here on  
earth a civilisation of justice, peace and love. Lord hear us…

5 We pray for Christians who experience discrimination and persecution  
in places hostile to their faith. Fill them with hope and courage and  
sustain them in midst of their suffering. Lord hear us…

6 Bless and protect all those who support the mission and work of  
Aid to the Church in Need. May their prayers and generosity inspire  
others to give and not to count the cost. Lord hear us…

Conclusion

Loving God, you care for your people in every way. Please grant what we ask in the 
name of Jesus, our Saviour who is Lord and King for ever and ever. 

Amen

We used to think of the first centuries of Christianity as a time of persecution, but today 
we are becoming more aware of many martyrs and persecuted Christians in our own 
times. Today, over 360 million Christians experience high levels of persecution and 
discrimination worldwide. This includes violent oppression, government-imposed 
restrictions, societal discrimination, and social exclusion.

Pope Francis pointed out recently that one in seven Christians face discrimination because 
of their faith. Last year alone over 5,000 Christians were killed in Nigeria for their faith.

In this country, we know the scars of being persecuted for our faith. Many of our parishes 
have Mass rocks where the Eucharist was secretly celebrated during Penal times. Perhaps 
we Irish have a duty more than most to stand in solidarity with those today who face 
‘dungeon, fire and sword’ because of their faith.

Today, and every day, we are all called to be witnesses for Christ in standing up for what 
we believe in and what we know is right and just – and for speaking up for those who 
cannot speak for themselves.

So it is right that for at least one day in the year, all who suffer for their faith should be 
remembered. And that one day is this coming Wednesday – Red Wednesday.

This Red Wednesday, Aid to the Church in Need invites you to pray for those who are 
suffering persecution – pray for the conversion of their tormenters, that their hearts will 
soften and they will give people the freedom to live their lives and worship their God.

You can also wear something red! Perhaps a scarf, jumper or tie! Anything, provided it is 
red to remind you and all who see you of today’s Christian martyrs.

Our faith teaches us that violence and death do not have the final word – we know that 
Good Friday turned to Easter morning, and that Christ conquered all things.

Please, when you get home, search online for ‘Aid to the Church in Need Ireland’ to read 
some of the stories of our brothers and sisters who are suffering for their faith.

We pray for them now, and always – but maybe remember them in a special way this Week 
of Witness and Red Wednesday. Whether in Gaza, Lebanon or Ukraine – knowing that they 
are not forgotten by their brothers and sisters in the faith means the world to them.
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